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In the previous post, I ended with this comment: 

Jesus came, not simply to call us to salvation, but to call us to service. He saves us so that we 
might serve. 

One of the more unfortunate developments in the evangelical church, at least among the 
churches I have been acquainted with (primarily Southern Baptist), is that the primary emphasis 
of evangelism is getting people saved. 

We love the adage, "Salvation is as easy as A- 
B-C. To be saved, all you have to do is Admit 
you are a sinner. Believe in Jesus Christ, and 
Confess faith in Christ as Savior and Lord." 

(Source: Lifewa ) 

I will write more about this in a future posting, 
but for now I will simply say that, in my own 
opinion, such "easy believism" has been a 
major contributor to the malaise and apathy and ineffectiveness of the modern church. The 
reason is that the end product of evangelism is not salvation, but obedience, good works, and, 
ultimately, worship. 

The Apostle Paul summarized this idea in his letter to the church at Ephesus. 

Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God 
prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. (ESV) 

Here is the same verse from the Amplified Version with its usual enhancements. (I have taken 
some liberties with the punctuation to make the verse more readable.) 

For we are God's own handiwork - His workmanship - recreated in Christ Jesus, born anew 
that we may do those good works which God predestined - planned beforehand for us - 
taking paths which He prepared ahead of time, that we should walk in them, living the good 
life which He prearranged and made ready for us to live. 

God saves us for good works - for obedience - for discipleship. Any salvation experience that 
does not result in discipleship is not really a salvation experience at all. It is only a religious 
experience. 
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We are fond of quoting Jesus' invitation in Matthew 11:28, "Come to me, all who labor and are 
heavy laden, and I will give you rest," but too often fail to follow up with the next call from Christ, 
"Take my yoke upon you...," which says that the call to salvation is not to rest, but to obedience 
and service. 

When God saves a person. He saves them on purpose for a purpose in accordance with His 
eternal plan. This becomes clearer if we take a closer look at Ephesians 2:10 by studying the verse 
in chronological order. 

God Ordained 

The first event of this verse in time is that God "before ordained." The words go together from 
one Greek word meaning "to make ready" or "to prepare beforehand." In Romans 9:23, the word 
is translated "prepared." Synonyms of the word include to foreordain, to furnish in advance, to 
foreknow, to predestinate. (CWSB) 

I know that for some of you, such words as predestination and election either send shivers of 
fear up and down your spine, confusion in your mind, or maybe even revulsion in your heart. 
Nevertheless, whether we understand the principle or not, Eph. 2:10 very clearly demonstrates 
that both the "good works" and the fact that "we should walk in them" were determined 
sometime before we were saved. 

The point is that God did not call us to salvation so that we would be ready to respond to 
discovered needs like firefighters waiting for the alarm to sound in the firehouse. These were 
works that He had already established as objects of need before we were called, and He called 
each of us to salvation and gifted us with particular gifts with these specific works of virtue, and 
benevolence, and profit in mind. 

We will not be aware of these needs until the "fullness of time" has arrived in God's perfect and 
eternal plan. However, when that time does comes, God in salvation will have so converted and 
enlivened our wills that not only will we see the work to be done, but we will choose to "walk in 
them." Through the exercise of our own will and energy and resources, we will choose to deal 
with specific issues in accordance with the plan that God set in place before the foundation of 
the world. 

Phil. 2:13 It is God who works in you, both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

Simply stated: God accomplishes His eternal plan through the free will decisions of men. 

God Created 

The next event on the redemption calendar, according to this verse, is that God created. 
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Paul tells us in the beginning of this verse that we are the "workmanship" of God. In Romans 
1:20, the only other use of this same word in the New Testament, it is translated "things that are 
made." The word there speaks of God's creative power and will, and Paul seems to imply that 
same meaning in the use of the word here in Ephesians. 

By His own will and design, God created the first man out of the dust of the earth. The same thing 
is true of every child who comes into the world. Every child comes of parents made out of "dust" 
- the elements of creation. Each child comes into the world by the will of God. (Deut. 32:39; 1 
Sam. 2:6). Thus we know that our physical existence is due solely to the work and the will of God. 

In this verse in Ephesians, Paul points out that what is true of physical creation is also true of 
spiritual creation. When God created the heavens and the earth. He created them ex nihilo - out 
of nothing. The word "created" used in Eph. 2:10 means "to create, to produce from nothing." 
(CWSB) 

In the spiritual sense that it is used here, the word "created" refers to spiritual regeneration or 
renewal. In other words, the process of being born again operates according to the same rules 
as being born the first time and according to the rules of the original creation. It occurs based on 
no preamble other than the will and the purpose of God. The Bible says on at least six occasions 
that salvation belongs to God. (Ps. 3:8; 37:39; 68:20; Jonah 2:9; Rev. 7:10; 19:1) He is completely 
in charge. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; 
behold, the new has come. (ESV) 

So What? 

This is admittedly technical, so if you have made it this far, you may be asking, "So what?" 

Well, I'm glad you asked. Let me summarize what is revealed in this one short verse. 

God has a plan - an eternal plan, established and set in motion in eternity before God ever began 
the process of creation. To accomplish that plan. He has set particular tasks to be completed - 
missions, ministries, good works, etc. 

He then created humankind who would accomplish those tasks. Because of the rebellion of 
Adam, our corrupt nature inherited from Adam prevented us from being a part of the kingdom 
work that God intended for us to complete. 

Nevertheless, because He is omniscient (knows all things), the sin of Adam did not catch God off 
guard. In fact, God had prepared for this eventuality in eternity with the plan of redemption. 
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By grace through faith in Christ Jesus, God redeemed us, cleansing us from the curse and the 
penalty of sin. He did this, not simply to save us from hell, but so that we might "walk in them" - 
that is, be enabled to complete the works that He had predetermined that we should accomplish. 


As we will see, what God desires from us is obedience - even more so than our worship, or at 
least before our worship is valid. 

Stay tuned. 
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